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Rosy ’12 Outlook for Game Industry

Posted by Neal Leavitt on February 29th, 2012 at 5:38 pm

With the Game Developers Conference in San Francisco just looming over the horizon, what’s on tap for the
industry? Any integral trends/issues that might be game changers?

For starters, what you don’t readily see is vitally important. UK-based, publicly-held Imagination Technologies
creates and licenses multimedia IP cores for graphics, video, and display processing; licensees include many
leading semiconductor and consumer electronics companies.

According to VP-Marketing Tony King-Smith, a key issue is improving texture compression in order to get the
best quality game with the fastest download times.

“Increasingly in software downloads the total file size is dominated by texture data – indeed, up to 70% or more
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of a top game title may be textures,” says King-Smith. “This has had a massive impact on everything from app
store download and update times through to device main memory usage.”

The most notable trend we’ll see this year is the shift to mobile games – from independent developers to
traditional publishers, most companies are now directing their efforts around mobile strategies (smartphones,
according to IndustryGamers, already comprise the majority of handheld gaming revenue).

Wanda Meloni, who heads up Encinitas, CA-based market research firm M2 Research, predicts the mobile
games market will exceed $6 billion this year.

“With mobile comes more social games and more companies are starting to target core gamers,” said Meloni.
“This in turn will lead to higher quality graphics in mobile and social games which we believe will start to play
a defining factor with consumers.”

Ultimately, noted Meloni, as competition heats up in the mobile games space, more companies will be looking
to differentiate around feature sets such as enhanced graphics quality, deeper game play, and engaging
storytelling.

“We are still just at the beginning of the growth curve for mobile games,” said Meloni.

Games on the iOS and Android ecosystems will continue to grow in terms of development support, user base
and revenue. And the industry is clearly developing different ways of playing and interacting with games and
media.

“Smartphones and tablets are offering ways for smaller and indie developers to get noticed and sell their game
to potentially millions without needing a huge budget or marketing campaign,” said Kristina Kozlova, a
marketing manager at Altabel Group, a Vilnius, Lithuania-based software development/consulting company.

“We’ll also continue to see voice integration as well as motion controls make a big push in 2012,” said
Kozlova.

Ted Pollak, a senior gaming analyst with Jon Peddie Research, a Tiburon, CA firm that provides
consulting/market forecasting services, added that the handheld market may lose some casual consumers to
smartphones and tablets, but the 3DS and PSVita control dynamics “blow away the competition in most cases,
and playing handhelds doesn’t decimate your smartphone battery. Gamers get this – build them and they will
buy them – tens of millions of them.”

A few more trends worth mentioning.

Denuo, a digital marketing shop, predicts that this year we’ll see a game come close to breaking the $1 billion
sales mark in its first week.

“We’ll also see huge growth in the approachable games category as well. A social game will break the 250
million player mark thanks to being available on multiple platforms in addition to Facebook. Across all
categories of games, our minds will be blown by the number of gamers these big titles are able to acquire.”

Denuo also thinks we’ll see more downloadable content releases to keep gamers engaged.

“There will be more collaborative development of game play and associated assets. Developers will work
alongside consumers to produce game titles and create a vested sense of commitment with their players.”

Streaming games will make an impact in 2012 too. Last month at CES, it was announced that G
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aikai is being built into new LG televisions and OnLive is being built into
Google TV.

Steve Peterson reported in IndustryGamers that every big TV set manufacturer will include some degree of
connectivity in most new sets.

“This means significant numbers of people will be exposed to a wider variety of gaming, with a variety of
business models making it easy to try out games,” said Peterson. “More games getting to more people means
good news for the gaming industry.”

I could prattle on as all of the aforementioned is only the tip of the proverbial iceberg, but you get the gist.
There will be some upheaval, of course, but the industry should continue to post healthy double-digit growth
rates for the foreseeable future.

Add a comment
Print This Post
Share

Relevant Posts

Big Data Shaping the Way Marketers Do Business (1 day ago)
How a consumer electronics social media campaign leveraged a celebrity endorser (6 days ago)
Why Facebook’s latest News Feed update shouldn’t matter to you (2 weeks ago)
E-Commerce Environment Still Facing Supply Chain Challenges (3 weeks ago)
2015 in Review: A Social Media Benchmark & Content Summary for the Energy Drink Industry (3
weeks ago)
2015 in Review: A Social Media Benchmark & Content Summary for the Luxury Fashion Industry (4
weeks ago)
Play Post-CES Buzzword Bingo (1 month ago)
Internet of Things Upending Real Estate Industry (1 month ago)
Social Media Benchmark & Content Trends for the DMO Industry (2 months ago)
Social Media Benchmark and Content Trends for Children’s Hospitals (2 months ago)

Leave a comment

 Name (required)

 Mail (will not be published) (required)

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/files/2012/02/untitled.png
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2012/02/29/rosy-%e2%80%9912-outlook-for-game-industry/print/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/22/big-data-shaping-the-way-marketers-do-business/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/17/how-a-consumer-electronics-social-media-campaign-leveraged-a-celebrity-endorser/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/04/why-facebook%e2%80%99s-latest-news-feed-update-shouldn%e2%80%99t-matter-to-you/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/31/e-commerce-environment-still-facing-supply-chain-challenges/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/27/2015-in-review-a-social-media-benchmark-content-summary-for-the-energy-drink-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/20/2015-in-review-a-social-media-benchmark-content-summary-for-the-luxury-fashion-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/11/play-post-ces-buzzword-bingo/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/26/internet-of-things-upending-real-estate-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/22/social-media-benchmark-content-trends-for-the-dmo-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/16/social-media-benchmark-and-content-trends-for-children%e2%80%99s-hospitals/


2/23/2016 Rosy ’12 Outlook for Game Industry « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2012/02/29/rosy-%e2%80%9912-outlook-for-game-industry/ 4/7

 Website

Submit Comment

ABOUT THIS BLOGGER

Neal Leavitt

President
Leavitt Communications

more posts by Neal

Big Data Shaping the Way Marketers Do Business
E-Commerce Environment Still Facing Supply Chain Challenges
Internet of Things Upending Real Estate Industry

All Posts

 

Follow iMediaConnection

Receive our daily newsletter your email address  
iMedia Connection on twitter iMedia Connection RSS feeds iMedia Connection on YouTube iMedia
Connection app in Apple iTune store iMedia Connection app in Google Play store

11KLike  

http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/iMedia_PC_Overview.aspx?ID=3725
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/22/big-data-shaping-the-way-marketers-do-business/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/31/e-commerce-environment-still-facing-supply-chain-challenges/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/26/internet-of-things-upending-real-estate-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/nealleavitt/
http://goo.gl/3sGI
http://goo.gl/aKlu
http://goo.gl/onTw
http://goo.gl/a4wVp
http://goo.gl/Geal5


2/23/2016 Rosy ’12 Outlook for Game Industry « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2012/02/29/rosy-%e2%80%9912-outlook-for-game-industry/ 5/7

MOST POPULAR
Articles
Blog Posts

1. The most meaningless (and hilarious) job titles on LinkedIn
2. 11 innovative movie marketing campaigns
3. 5 lies you hear in marketing
4. 10 crucial best practices for native advertising
5. 4 ways luxury brands are reinventing their appeal
6. The 5 basic types of consumers
7. 6 killer websites to check out
8. The best social media campaigns of 2015 (so far)
9. The 6 best video game marketing campaigns
10. 5 predictions for the future of social media

Subscribe to most popular articles »

Categories

Ad Networks
Ad Serving
Creative Best Practices
Desktop Apps
Email
Emerging Platforms
Entertainment
Humor
Jobs
Media Planning & Buying
Opinions
Research
Search
Social Media
Targeting
Uncategorized
Video
Web Analytics
Websites
Wireless

http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/32359.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/32219.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39878.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39816.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39852.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/36452.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39837.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/38914.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/38136.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/36458.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/MostReadRSS.aspx
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/ad-networks/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/ad-serving/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/creative-best-practices/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/desktop-apps/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/email/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/emerging-platforms/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/social-media/entertainment-social-media/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/humor/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/jobs/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/media-planning-buying/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/opinions/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/web-analytics/research-web-analytics/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/search/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/social-media/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/targeting/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/uncategorized/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/video/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/web-analytics/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/websites/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/wireless/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BjnZPyxHNVs5ipaWUAqXiqtgN7_70vAMAAAAQASDnhJ0eOABYz-_iop8BYMm29IbIo6AZsgEaYmxvZ3MuaW1lZGlhY29ubmVjdGlvbi5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAV1odHRwOi8vYmxvZ3MuaW1lZGlhY29ubmVjdGlvbi5jb20vYmxvZy8yMDEyLzAyLzI5L3Jvc3ktJUUyJTgwJTk5MTItb3V0bG9vay1mb3ItZ2FtZS1pbmR1c3RyeS_AAgLgAgDqAh8vMTMzMTM0MjMxL2ltYy5jb20tYmxvZy0zMDB4MjUw-AKC0h6QA_ABmAPwAagDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQB0gUFEP_11haQBgGgBhTYBwHgBws&num=0&cid=5GhNMlw-IPYH2274SRsw9JdV&sig=AOD64_2bez2vdObf3i7IqJW9wnNn03EJPw&client=ca-pub-8644053336428650&adurl=http://www.imediaconnection.com/resourceconnection/%3Fimcid%3Dpromobox


2/23/2016 Rosy ’12 Outlook for Game Industry « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2012/02/29/rosy-%e2%80%9912-outlook-for-game-industry/ 6/7

Word of Mouth

TOP BLOGGERS

Doug Schumacher (4)
Rick Mathieson (3)
Neal Leavitt (2)
Agata Smieciuszewski (2)
Winnie Brignac Hart and Lorrie Brignac Lee (1)
Tom Edwards (1)
Greg Kihlström (1)
Nanette Marcus (1)
John Bohan (1)
Drew Neisser (1)

INDUSTRY JOBS 

Sales Managers- Los Angeles
Manager, YouTube Strategy & Optimization- Burbank

see more jobs »

LATEST ARTICLES 

In our modern relationship with brands, who's branding whom?
The hidden power of portals
3 tips for retailers to maximize online success
Are 30-second TV commercials too long for today's viewers?
Technology brands shine with innovative video campaigns

Archives
Select Month

Home
News
iMedia Blog
ad:tech Blog
In Focus
Podcasts

Events
Calendar
Coverage
Request Invitation

People Connection
Find People
Become a Member
Sign In

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/word-of-mouth/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/dougschumacher/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/rickmathieson/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/nealleavitt/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/agatasmieciuszewski/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/winniebrignachart/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/tomedwards/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/gregkihlstrom/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/nanettemarcus/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/johnbohan/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/drewneisser/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/tools/js.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/description.aspx?ID=3887
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/description.aspx?ID=3886
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ImediaConnectionAll
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39891.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39892.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39889.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39876.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39890.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/news/index.asp
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/
http://ad-tech.blogs.imediaconnection.com/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/infocus/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/podcasthub/podcasthub.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/summits/index.asp?imcid=adtech-blog-footer
http://www.imediaconnection.com/summits/index.asp?imcid=adtech-blog-footer
http://www.imediaconnection.com/summits/invite.asp?imcid=adtech-blog-footer
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/index.html
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/registration.aspx?
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/


2/23/2016 Rosy ’12 Outlook for Game Industry « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2012/02/29/rosy-%e2%80%9912-outlook-for-game-industry/ 7/7

Resource Connection
Find Company

Job Connection
Search Jobs
Post a Job
Purchase Packs
Custom Orders
Customer Service

Subscribe
iMedia Daily Newsletter
iMedia UK Newsletter
Twitter
RSS

Company Info
About Us
Advertise with Us
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use
Contact Us

Copyright © 2016 iMedia Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.imediaconnection.com/resourceconnection/index.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/Jobs/Admin/AdminPostJobs.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/Jobs/JobConnectionMain.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/Jobs/Admin/AdminContactUs.aspx
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2012/02/29/rosy-%e2%80%9912-outlook-for-game-industry/employers_contactus.html
http://www.imediaconnection.com/email/subscribe.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/UK/subscribe.aspx
http://twitter.com/iMediatweet
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ImediaConnectionAll
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/aboutus.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/5884.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/5882.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/iMedia_PC_TermofUse.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/feedback.aspx

