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National Study Further Demos Your High School Classmates Just
Won’t Fade Away

Posted by Neal Leavitt on June 19th, 2011 at 12:21 pm

That geeky guy who was a member of the high school chess and math clubs – now probably cashing in millions
in stock options from his latest start up. The blonde cheerleader you had a crush on - long relegated to the
deepest recesses of your cerebrum. Perhaps even the English teacher who kept on reaming you over those
dangling participles.

Unlike Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s famous Apr. 19, 1951 quip before a joint session of the U.S. Congress – “old
soldiers never die; they just fade away,” thanks to Facebook, those high school, and in many cases, even middle
and elementary school classmates –and the occasional teacher –  won’t fade away either.

All of the aforementioned has now been officially substantiated by the Pew Internet and American Life Project,
which recently released a report entitled,"Social Networking Sites and Our Lives."
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It's the first national survey of how the use of social networking sites by adults is related to people’s overall
social networks.

As the report is 85 pages and summarizing all of the findings would take numerous postings, I’ll comment on a
few points that were rather illuminating.

Yes, the largest single group of Facebook friends is your high school classmates. Survey respondents were
asked to classify friends into a number of categories – immediate family, extended family, coworkers,
neighbors, people from high school, college/university classmates, members of voluntary groups/associations,
folks they’ve never met in person, and people they had only met once.

The survey revealed:

• Average Facebook user’s friends list has 56 people from high school – about 22% of the total.

• Extended family was second with 12%; coworkers,10%; college friends, 9%; immediate family, 8%; people
from voluntary groups, 7%; neighbors, 2%.

• About 31% of Facebook friends weren’t classified in any of the categories per previous bullet. The survey
authors surmised that these were probably dormant ties and friends-of-friends.

Other key findings:

• The number of those using social networking sites has nearly doubled since 2008 and the population has
gotten older;

• Facebook users are more trusting than others;

• Facebook users have more close relationships;

• Facebook users get more social support than other people;

• Facebook users are more politically engaged than most people.

And this was somewhat surprising – MySpace users are ‘more likely to be open to opposing points of view.’
The survey measured “perspective taking,” which the authors said is the ability of people to consider multiple
points of view.

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/files/2011/06/FotoliaJune19blog1.png
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“There is no evidence that social network site users, including those who use Facebook, are any more likely
than others to cocoon themselves in social networks of like-minded and similar people as some have feared,”
the report said. “Moreover, regression analysis found that those who use MySpace have significantly higher
levels of perspective taking. The average adult scored 64/100 on a scale of perspective taking. Using regression
analysis to control for demographic factors, a MySpace user who uses the site a half dozen times per month
tends to score about 8 points higher on the scale.”

As the 2012 presidential election starts to register amongst voters nationwide, it’s also interesting to note that
the survey reported that a Facebook user who uses the site multiple times per day was two and a half times more
likely to attend a political rally or meeting, 57% more likely to persuade someone on their vote, and 43% more
likely to have said they would vote.

The findings, say the authors, show that there’s little cause for concern that people using social networking sites
“experience smaller social networks, less closeness, or are exposed to less diversity.” Those with more
education tend to gravitate to LinkedIn and Twitter. But total network size may not be as important as intimacy,
for instance.

“Americans have more close social ties than they did two years ago – and they are less socially isolated,” noted
the report. “We found that the frequent use of Facebook is associated with having more overall close ties.”

So you just might want to ‘friend’ that cheerleader after all.

Add a comment
Print This Post
Share

Relevant Posts

Big Data Shaping the Way Marketers Do Business (1 day ago)
How a consumer electronics social media campaign leveraged a celebrity endorser (6 days ago)
Why Facebook’s latest News Feed update shouldn’t matter to you (2 weeks ago)
E-Commerce Environment Still Facing Supply Chain Challenges (3 weeks ago)
2015 in Review: A Social Media Benchmark & Content Summary for the Energy Drink Industry (3
weeks ago)
2015 in Review: A Social Media Benchmark & Content Summary for the Luxury Fashion Industry (4
weeks ago)
Play Post-CES Buzzword Bingo (1 month ago)
Internet of Things Upending Real Estate Industry (1 month ago)
Social Media Benchmark & Content Trends for the DMO Industry (2 months ago)
Social Media Benchmark and Content Trends for Children’s Hospitals (2 months ago)

Leave a comment

 Name (required)

 Mail (will not be published) (required)

 Website

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2011/06/19/national-study-further-demos-your-high-school-classmates-just-won%e2%80%99t-fade-away/print/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/22/big-data-shaping-the-way-marketers-do-business/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/17/how-a-consumer-electronics-social-media-campaign-leveraged-a-celebrity-endorser/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/04/why-facebook%e2%80%99s-latest-news-feed-update-shouldn%e2%80%99t-matter-to-you/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/31/e-commerce-environment-still-facing-supply-chain-challenges/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/27/2015-in-review-a-social-media-benchmark-content-summary-for-the-energy-drink-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/20/2015-in-review-a-social-media-benchmark-content-summary-for-the-luxury-fashion-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/11/play-post-ces-buzzword-bingo/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/26/internet-of-things-upending-real-estate-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/22/social-media-benchmark-content-trends-for-the-dmo-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/16/social-media-benchmark-and-content-trends-for-children%e2%80%99s-hospitals/


2/23/2016 National Study Further Demos Your High School Classmates Just Won’t Fade Away « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2011/06/19/national-study-further-demos-your-high-school-classmates-just-won%e2%80%99t-fade-away/ 4/7

Submit Comment

ABOUT THIS BLOGGER

Neal Leavitt

President
Leavitt Communications

more posts by Neal

Big Data Shaping the Way Marketers Do Business
E-Commerce Environment Still Facing Supply Chain Challenges
Internet of Things Upending Real Estate Industry

All Posts

 

Follow iMediaConnection

Receive our daily newsletter your email address  
iMedia Connection on twitter iMedia Connection RSS feeds iMedia Connection on YouTube iMedia
Connection app in Apple iTune store iMedia Connection app in Google Play store

11KLike  

http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/iMedia_PC_Overview.aspx?ID=3725
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/02/22/big-data-shaping-the-way-marketers-do-business/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2016/01/31/e-commerce-environment-still-facing-supply-chain-challenges/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2015/12/26/internet-of-things-upending-real-estate-industry/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/nealleavitt/
http://goo.gl/3sGI
http://goo.gl/aKlu
http://goo.gl/onTw
http://goo.gl/a4wVp
http://goo.gl/Geal5


2/23/2016 National Study Further Demos Your High School Classmates Just Won’t Fade Away « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2011/06/19/national-study-further-demos-your-high-school-classmates-just-won%e2%80%99t-fade-away/ 5/7

MOST POPULAR
Articles
Blog Posts

1. The most meaningless (and hilarious) job titles on LinkedIn
2. 11 innovative movie marketing campaigns
3. 5 lies you hear in marketing
4. 10 crucial best practices for native advertising
5. 4 ways luxury brands are reinventing their appeal
6. The 5 basic types of consumers
7. 6 killer websites to check out
8. 5 predictions for the future of social media
9. The 6 best video game marketing campaigns
10. The best social media campaigns of 2015 (so far)

Subscribe to most popular articles »

Categories

Ad Networks
Ad Serving
Creative Best Practices
Desktop Apps
Email
Emerging Platforms
Entertainment
Humor
Jobs
Media Planning & Buying
Opinions
Research
Search
Social Media
Targeting
Uncategorized
Video
Web Analytics
Websites
Wireless

http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/32359.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/32219.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39878.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39816.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39852.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/36452.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39837.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/36458.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/38136.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/38914.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/MostReadRSS.aspx
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/ad-networks/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/ad-serving/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/creative-best-practices/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/desktop-apps/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/email/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/emerging-platforms/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/social-media/entertainment-social-media/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/humor/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/jobs/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/media-planning-buying/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/opinions/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/web-analytics/research-web-analytics/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/search/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/social-media/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/targeting/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/uncategorized/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/video/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/web-analytics/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/websites/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/wireless/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bj9EgxxXNVvKKB5Gw-QO7y4m4CO_-9LwDAAAAEAEg54SdHjgAWM_v4qKfAWDJtvSGyKOgGbIBGmJsb2dzLmltZWRpYWNvbm5lY3Rpb24uY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gGIAWh0dHA6Ly9ibG9ncy5pbWVkaWFjb25uZWN0aW9uLmNvbS9ibG9nLzIwMTEvMDYvMTkvbmF0aW9uYWwtc3R1ZHktZnVydGhlci1kZW1vcy15b3VyLWhpZ2gtc2Nob29sLWNsYXNzbWF0ZXMtanVzdC13b24lRTIlODAlOTl0LWZhZGUtYXdheS_AAgLgAgDqAh8vMTMzMTM0MjMxL2ltYy5jb20tYmxvZy0zMDB4MjUw-AKC0h6QA_ABmAPwAagDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQB0gUFEP_11haQBgGgBhTYBwHgBws&num=0&cid=5Gj61OfWBDKLTfSF0GFmiRMT&sig=AOD64_1x7VHs4K11j33C0WX7Ad6-bDyK9Q&client=ca-pub-8644053336428650&adurl=http://www.imediaconnection.com/resourceconnection/%3Fimcid%3Dpromobox


2/23/2016 National Study Further Demos Your High School Classmates Just Won’t Fade Away « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2011/06/19/national-study-further-demos-your-high-school-classmates-just-won%e2%80%99t-fade-away/ 6/7

Word of Mouth

TOP BLOGGERS

Doug Schumacher (4)
Rick Mathieson (3)
Neal Leavitt (2)
Agata Smieciuszewski (2)
Winnie Brignac Hart and Lorrie Brignac Lee (1)
Tom Edwards (1)
Greg Kihlström (1)
Nanette Marcus (1)
John Bohan (1)
Drew Neisser (1)

INDUSTRY JOBS 

Sales Managers- Los Angeles
Manager, YouTube Strategy & Optimization- Burbank

see more jobs »

LATEST ARTICLES 

In our modern relationship with brands, who's branding whom?
The hidden power of portals
3 tips for retailers to maximize online success
Are 30-second TV commercials too long for today's viewers?
Technology brands shine with innovative video campaigns

Archives
Select Month

Home
News
iMedia Blog
ad:tech Blog
In Focus
Podcasts

Events
Calendar
Coverage
Request Invitation

People Connection
Find People
Become a Member
Sign In

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/category/word-of-mouth/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/dougschumacher/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/rickmathieson/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/nealleavitt/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/agatasmieciuszewski/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/winniebrignachart/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/tomedwards/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/gregkihlstrom/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/nanettemarcus/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/johnbohan/
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/author/drewneisser/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/tools/js.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/description.aspx?ID=3887
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/description.aspx?ID=3886
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ImediaConnectionAll
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39891.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39892.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39889.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39876.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/content/39890.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/news/index.asp
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/
http://ad-tech.blogs.imediaconnection.com/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/infocus/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/podcasthub/podcasthub.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/summits/index.asp?imcid=adtech-blog-footer
http://www.imediaconnection.com/summits/index.asp?imcid=adtech-blog-footer
http://www.imediaconnection.com/summits/invite.asp?imcid=adtech-blog-footer
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/index.html
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/registration.aspx?
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/


2/23/2016 National Study Further Demos Your High School Classmates Just Won’t Fade Away « iMediaConnection Blog

http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2011/06/19/national-study-further-demos-your-high-school-classmates-just-won%e2%80%99t-fade-away/ 7/7

Resource Connection
Find Company

Job Connection
Search Jobs
Post a Job
Purchase Packs
Custom Orders
Customer Service

Subscribe
iMedia Daily Newsletter
iMedia UK Newsletter
Twitter
RSS

Company Info
About Us
Advertise with Us
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use
Contact Us

Copyright © 2016 iMedia Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.imediaconnection.com/resourceconnection/index.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/jobs/
http://www.imediaconnection.com/Jobs/Admin/AdminPostJobs.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/Jobs/JobConnectionMain.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/Jobs/Admin/AdminContactUs.aspx
http://blogs.imediaconnection.com/blog/2011/06/19/national-study-further-demos-your-high-school-classmates-just-won%e2%80%99t-fade-away/employers_contactus.html
http://www.imediaconnection.com/email/subscribe.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/UK/subscribe.aspx
http://twitter.com/iMediatweet
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ImediaConnectionAll
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/aboutus.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/5884.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/5882.asp
http://www.imediaconnection.com/profiles/iMedia_PC_TermofUse.aspx
http://www.imediaconnection.com/global/feedback.aspx

